Abstract: Analysing wastewater samples is an innovative approach that overcomes 12 many limitations of traditional surveys to identify and measure a range of chemicals 13 that were consumed by or exposed to people living in a sewer catchment area. First However, there are some prerequisites and uncertainties of the methodology that 31 should be addressed for SCIM to reach its full potential in China. 
This review article attempted to present a brief overview of the development of WWA 63 to date with a focus on its successful application to estimate illicit drug consumption 64 and the future applicability of this approach in China. WWA is generally carried out using the procedure shown below (Fig. 1) .
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Simplification and standardization of the method as well as improvement of the It should be noted that there may be some licit sources of biomarkers used to estimate 340 illicit drugs (e.g. morphine can be generated from the consumption of both heroin and 341 licit codeine) and hence estimates of illicit drug consumption can be affected by this 
Uncertainties and Limitations

356
Uncertainties may occur in every step from sampling to back-calculation in WWA 
Drug consumption and control in China
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Illicit drug abuse in China can be traced back to the 1760s during the Qing dynasty.
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The number of drug users in China increased dramatically after the Opium War. Issue 
